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retained his master's confidence. " When I left the
Emperor," he says, "it was interesting to see the
curiosity of the courtiers, who tried to read in my
face whether they should do well to approach me.
However, they regarded the length of our conversa-
tion as a favorable sign, and it was that evening (for
it was four or five o'clock in the afternoon) that
those ridiculous rumors which had been current about
me for a month, came to an end. Afterwards I had
many excellent opportunities to make their authors
repent their rashness, but I did nothing about it.
My friends returned when they saw I was in favor;
I received them all without bearing malice."

Although Napoleon reached the Tuileries in the
evening of December 18, the Moniteur of the 19th
made no mention of his return. It contained, how-
ever, the following paragraph: "December 5 the
Emperor called together, at headquarters at Smor-
goni, the King of Naples, the Viceroy, the Prince of
Neufeh&tel, and the Marshals, the Dukes of Elchingen,
of Dantzic, of Treviso, the Prince of Edkmuhl, the
Duke of Istria, and told them he had appointed the
King of Naples his lieutenant-general, to command
the army during the winter. His Majesty, in pass-
ing through Wilna, accorded an interview of several
hours to the Duke of Bassano, His Majesty trav-
elled incognito in a single sleigh, under the name of
the Duke of Viccnza. He visited the fortification
of Praga, passed through Warsaw, and spent several
hours there without being recognized. Two hours